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                 Best of the Day PSA Facebook Image for 12/14/20      Amber Nichols 

  December 2020         Issue 5 



 

      November’s Club Competition – COVID 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

1st Place       Tim Beaulier 

2nd Place   Paul Zahorosky 

3rd Place Kathleen Wolleat 



                  

                 2020 – 2021 Club Competition Topics 

 
                                     September              Something in your home                   

                                     October                   Asymmetrical balance 

                                     November               Covid 

                                     January                    Aging 

                                     February                  Up close 

                                     March                       Frame within a frame 

                                     April                          Touch 

 
Please check the DSCC website for detailed information regarding entering images for our local 

competitions and challenges, N4C, or PSA competitions. You must be a paid member of the 

Duluth Superior Camera Club in order to do so.   Visit 

https://www.duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org/competition/submit-digital-entries/ to submit   

images for any digital competition. 
                        

The N4C Print Contests are canceled for January to May 2021. They will hopefully continue in 

September 2021. 

 

 

                              Upcoming Events 

                        January 6th              7pm N4C Planning Meeting via Zoom 

                        January 12th            7pm Executive Board Meeting via Zoom 

                        January 19th            7pm  Club Monthly Meeting via Zoom. 6:30 Social 

                        February 16th          7pm Club Monthly Meeting via Zoom  6:30 Social 

The Duluth Superior Camera Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of Sept - May 

 

         “Photography is the beauty of life captured.”    Tara Chisolm                                                                          

 “Anticipating Bentleyville”     Nancy Lindberg 

https://www.duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org/competition/submit-digital-entries/


                                       

                                          Tripods                                                                                                                                                            

 
With modern cameras and lenses having 
image stabilization and high ISO capabilities 
some think that tripods are obsolete.  
Complaints include it’s one more thing to 
carry, they are heavy, clumsy and 
expensive.   A big complaint is they slow 
you down, which I say exactly.  Think of how 
many times you’ve been out and say look at 
that, click, look at that, click…., then you go 
to process images and wonder why did I 
shoot that.   
 
Sometimes it’s best to slow down and think 
about the subject.  Do I really want to shoot 
that, what angle is best, what lens would 
work, would a filter help, is a different time 
of day better, different light, wait for 
stormy weather, add that inflatable critter 
from your trunk.  This is a process all 
photographers go through to get the results 
they want.  Working from a tripod can help 
that process and improve your 
photography. 
 
Tripods are a must for night and long 
exposure photography since blurry pictures 
tend to suck, unless of course you were 
going for that beautiful silky blurred water 
or motion effect.  Other times it’s handy 
when you need to reshoot the image.   
Maybe the exposure wasn’t right, everyone 
is checking their histogram, right? You want 
to do HDR and need the same shot at 
different exposures.  Have you tried a 
panorama? Easier with a tripod.  You might 
want to shoot at different apertures to see 
which depth of field works best.  Change 
the focus point.  Do focus stacking.  Shoot 
some macro shots.  Maybe shoot with and 
without a filter or whatever variations you 
want to try.  Having the camera on a tripod 
retains the framing and angle for your 
masterpiece.  
 
Obviously, a tripod doesn’t work in all 
shooting situations but I suggest using one 
when you can.  While aluminum tripods are 
common and wood is still used, you may 
want to consider an alternative of carbon 

fiber.  These are lighter weight, don’t retain 
cold like metal (remember winter?) and 
dampen vibrations faster but are usually 
more expensive.  Some pro models 
approach $1000 but good units are 
available in the $200 to $300 range.  You 
can buy complete systems with legs and 
head or just legs only and add your own 
head.  Ball heads are popular being 
versatile, quick, available in many brands 
and sizes with a broad price range.  
Whatever head you decide on I suggest 
using a quick release mount in Arca-Swiss 
style, an industry standard.  This can be a 
plate or an ‘L’ bracket that mounts to the 
camera.  
 
Consider your shooting style and 
subject matter when choosing a tripod.  
Is the tripod sturdy enough to hold your 
equipment.  If you shoot with a long 
heavy lens is there a tripod mount on 
the lens for better balanced mounting.  
Is a gimbal head needed for that long 
lens.  Do you need more than one tripod, 
regular shooting and a lighter travel pod.  Is 
there a tripod with four leg segments that 
folds smaller to work for both regular and 
travel shooting.  Do you shoot on uneven 
ground and need legs that fold out to the 
side.  Will you do macro work close to the 
ground and need the tripod that will sit 
almost flat.  Is the center column removable 
or reversible.  Are the tripod feet rubber, 
spiked or both.  Spikes can be handy on ice, 
for you boots too. 
As always do some research to find what 
fits your photography style and budget. 
 
Bonus tips:  
Remember to turn off image stabilization 
when using a tripod as it can cause blur. Use 
a cable release or remote to avoid bumping 
the camera and causing blur.  You can also 
use the self-timer at two seconds to trip the 
shutter. 
 
                         (Tripods continued next page) 



  
Using a bubble level in the hot shoe helps 
with composition and saves time and 
cropping in post processing. 
 
Having knee pads helps with those low 
angle shots protecting the knees and 
keeping pants dryer and cleaner. 
 
Wind can cause camera movement, remove 
or secure camera straps.  Weighted bags or 
camera bag/pack could be hung from tripod 
to help steady it. 
 
DSLR cameras have optical viewfinders that 
can let light enter the viewfinder during 
long exposures causing odd color shifts and 
banding.  Some cameras have a blind you 
can close during exposure or you can use a 
piece of dark cloth or hat or whatever to 
cover the viewfinder.  Mirrorless cameras  
 
 
 
 
 

 
don’t suffer this issue since they have 
electronic viewfinders.  (See above 
examples of 30 second exposures with 
and without viewfinder cover). 
 
DSLR mirrors cause vibration, mirror slap, 
which can blur images with slow shutter 
speeds.  Live view locks up the mirror and 
some cameras have mirror lock up to avoid 
that problem. 
 
Need more focus control?  Move focus from 
the shutter release button to the rear AF 
button if your camera has that function.  
Now after focusing where you want, 
tripping the shutter doesn’t change the 
focus point.  With your camera on a tripod 
use live view and magnify the area you 
want in focus and use the rear button for 
precise focus.  Check that the image looks 
sharp, shoot and check that the image has 
the sharpness you wanted. 

                                Jim Walters 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                       

Winner of DSCC Facebook Black & White Competition                                                    David Jensen 



                     

Nancy Lindberg, a judge, and Doug Granholm, Black and White/Nature Print N4C contact, 

discuss a black and white print on November 15th at Sacred Heart Church. Joe Kubala and Bob 

Lahti were the other two judges. Also in attendance and providing needed help were Joni 

Tauzell and George Stratioti. This was the first N4C judging this year and it, unfortunately, 

happened at a low point in the COVID pandemic, but everyone pitched in and took care of the 

club’s commitment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next N4C judging will be Digital Nature in mid-January, and Digital Black and White in mid-

March. For a number of reasons, N4C digital contests have grown to the point that a larger 

number of members will be needed help out. Pay attention to our Website and e-mails about 

the exact date. All entries must be in by the 15th of the month and back to the submitting club 

by the 25th, so the dates will likely fall between the 16th and 20th. 

Judging and helping out during these contests is a terrific way to find out what other people 

who have a passion similar to yours photograph and how they photograph. Plus, it’s a nice 

time to talk with other club members. Make every effort to attend. 

                                                                            Bob Lahti 

 

 

Tamron is offering a free Webinar Series including classes on Travel Photography, Black & 

White, Sports, Landscape, our National Parks, and more .  Most of them are scheduled in the 

evening, and last approximately an hour.  You can check them out and register at:   

https://www.tamron-usa.com/special/events.html 

 

 

“Photography is a magical kind of art that allows people to preserve 

time and moments, and to describe the world the way they see it.”                                                          

Sahara Sanders 

https://www.tamron-usa.com/special/events.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      When the Background “Makes” the Image 
When the background helps tell the image’s story, I say that the background “makes” the image. Not all 

backgrounds do that. Some are distractions. Some are 

neutral. But it is special when it can play an 

important supportive role.  

The photos below illustrate different ways of 

supporting the story. The photos were taken at the 

Leavenworth National Cemetery in Leavenworth, 

KS. As you look at them, notice that the backgrounds 

are more than a pleasant backdrop. The backgrounds 

were carefully chosen. They were not happenstance.  

They serve a purpose.  

The purpose can be to add a mood, a feeling, a 

special composition, and other ways to support the 

story told by the image. Be inspired to find occasions 

to use this technique. 

 

Bare Trees  
The background of the bare trees adds mood. The 

bare branches evoke loneliness and the coldness of 
winter. Their leaning shape adds to the idea of the 
“fallen” soldiers. The strong contrast of the black trees 
with the white headstones adds visual impact to the 
scene. 

 

Flag with Headstones 
The main point of this photo is the flag. I looked for 

a composition to capture just the flag and a few 
headstones. But it was difficult to find one without a 
distracting background. After moving myself and the 
camera around for a while, I found this composition by 
using a low camera angle. I liked the way the 
background group of headstones adds to the story of a 
huge cemetery with many, many headstones.  

Row of Headstones on Hilltop 
The bottom half of the picture could have been the 

entire image. Instead, I chose a composition which 
included the faraway rows of headstones and the sky. 
This creates a scene with a strong base. The foreground 
headstones with the colorful flowers anchor the image. 
The upper half of the photo supports the theme of 
being in a vast cemetery. It’s a secondary center of 
interest. Plus, it’s a good compositional balance: heavy 
on the bottom, light on the top. 

 

Dots of Headstones 
One of the major feelings I get from visiting a huge 

national cemetery is the overwhelming reaction to so 
many headstones. When I saw the pattern of repetitive 
headstones on the background hill, I knew I had to 
kneel down and position it in the image. The 
background carries great weight by telling the story of a 
national cemetery filled with so many veterans. 
 

This article has been reproduced with the permission of the PSA 

Journal, the official magazine of the Photographic Society of America.  



 

The Duluth Superior Camera Club is fortunate to have a number of exceptional 

photographers in our membership. Our president, Bob Lahti, has been the recipient of 

countless awards over the years, and it seems fitting to include five of them from N4C just 

from the last couple of months. 

    

“Spray”    October N4C 1st Place   Digital Black and White 

 

“Swing Dogs”     October N4C 1st Place       Journalism Print 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ice Racers”    November N4C 2nd Place   Journalism Prints  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Morning Sun”    September N4C 1st Place    Color Print 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Busy Port”    November N4C 3rd Place    Travel Prints 



  

Additional N4C Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In the Dark”     October  3rd Place Digital Black and White  Amber Nichols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A Thousand Stars in the Sky”  Pictorial Merit Award Nancy Lindberg  

 



 

“Around the Gate”  November     2nd Place Digital Journalism     Matt Moses 

 

 

 

                                      DSCC 2020-2021 Leadership 

             President                           Bob Lahti                     president@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Vice President                  Joni Tauzell                 vicepresident@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Treasurer                           Doug White                treasurer@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Secretary                           Laurie McShane         secretary@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
 

                                                     Committee Chairs 
 
             Membership                      Kathleen Wolleat      membership@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Field Trips                           David Jensen              fieldtrips@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             PSA                                      Matt Moses                psa-contact@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             N4C Chair                           Mike Miller                 n4c-contact@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Competition                       Paul Zahorosky          competition@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Historian                             Brian Rauvola             historian@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org 
             Prints                                   Doug Granholm, Deb Carroll, Nancy Lindberg  

 

         Member of N4C since 1965                               Member of PSA since 1956  
 

 

 

 

 

“Great photography is about depth of feeling, not depth of field”                                                                                 

Peter Adams 

 

mailto:secretary@duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org


 

 

64th Annual 2021 N4C Convention 

proudly hosted by the Duluth-Superior Camera Club 
 

The Convention will be held September 23-26, 2021 in our beautiful 

international port city of Duluth, MN.  

Our four-day program will be packed with fun, inspiration and 

education from industry experts from all around the country. We will 

offer presentations and photography field trips that will help grow each 

other’s skills and inspire each other as photographers.  

If you can’t attend, or have uncertainty during the pandemic, we have 

added an additional component for those who can’t attend in person-

join us virtually!  Any paid attendee will get a code to access the live 

stream.  

We are offering an ala carte format for those who are attending. One 

flat rate for virtual attendance, general attendance, and separate 

pricing for field trips and banquet dinners. You can change your in-

person ticket to a virtual ticket anytime by emailing us with a request 

for the change. Send an email to DSCC Events Coordinator to request 

this change. You can follow updates and connect with others who are 

interested in the event on the Facebook Event Page listed below.  

The convention will be held at the Radisson Hotel-Duluth Harborview.  

Main event ticket page:  https://events.eventzilla.net/e/2021-n4c-

convention-duluth-mn-2138786260 

Club Website: https://www.duluthsuperiorcameraclub.org/events/n4c-

convention-2021/ 

Facebook Event Site:  https://fb.me/e/drDtupex4 

 

We are doing a hybrid event this year due to Covid concerns..it may go 

completely online if restrictions become more intense.  That decision 

won't be made until we are closer to the event or if the board members 

at N4C decide we need to cancel it.   

                                                                                          


